
Martin Bird’s Prayers for  
Monday 3rd   

Sunday 9th August 2020 
 

Monday  

Reading – Psalm 30 

You turned my wailing into dancing; you removed my sackcloth and clothed me 
with joy, that my heart may sing to you and not be silent. O Lord my God, I will give 

you thanks for ever. 

Lord God, may our hearts too, like that of the psalmist, sing to you every day and 
not be silent. May we also not be silent when it comes to our faith, keeping for 

ourselves, but spread your word, your hope and your love to all those that we can, 
in whatever way we can. Lord, be with all those who are suffering and turn that 

suffering into dancing, and help us to help those who are suffering to dance. Lord 
God, let us always dance for you with joy, sing to you with joy and give thanks to 

you for ever and ever. Amen 

Tuesday (Jean-Baptiste Vianney) 

Reading – Matthew Chapter 14, verses 22 to the end 

Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. When the 
disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, 
and cried out in fear. But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. 
Don’t be afraid.” “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the 
water.” “Come,” he said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water 
and came toward Jesus. But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning 
to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!” Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and 
caught him. “You of little faith,” he said, “why did you doubt?” And when they 
climbed into the boat, the wind died down. 33 Then those who were in the boat 
worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

Lord Jesus, help us at this time, when things are so up and down, to remember your 
words, and take courage. You are in control and we do not need to be afraid. 

Just as Peter did, we can feel like we are sinking and we cry, “Lord save me!” just 
as he did. Jesus, our Saviour, thank you that you came to earth to save us all – help 

us to have the faith to know that with certainty, and the voice to help those who 
don’t know you to come to you. When we do doubt, as Peter did, help us to be 

like the disciples, and come to you saying “Truly you are the Son of God” You are 
our redeemer, our Rock, and our salvation – thank you Lord Jesus, we do believe. 

Amen  

 



 

Wednesday (Oswald) 

Reading – Luke Chapter 23, verses 44 to 56 

It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the 
afternoon, for the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple was torn in 
two.  Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my 

spirit.” When he had said this, he breathed his last. 

The centurion, seeing what had happened, praised God and said, “Surely this was 
a righteous man.” When all the people who had gathered to witness this sight saw 
what took place, they beat their breasts and went away. But all those who knew 

him, including the women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, 
watching these things. 

Jesus Christ, the Messiah, our Messiah, thank you for going through the pain of the 
cross for us. Thank you for your determination to do your Father’s work, despite the 
fact that you knew where it would end. Help us to do likewise in our lives – may we 
live lives to the plan that God has set out for us, leaving those we know in no doubt 
of just who you are and what you mean to us. May we always do your work in our 
lives determined that all people in this your world may come to you. In your name, 

Amen 

 

Thursday (Transfiguration)) 

Reading – 1 John 3, verses 1 to 3 

How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called 
children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is 

that it did not know him. Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we 
will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we 

shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. Everyone who has this hope in him 
purifies himself, just as he is pure. 

Father, we are children of God, and you lavish more love on us than we could 
ever imagine. We thank you for that love and for what it means. We cannot know 
what we will be and what will happen, but we do know that when you do appear 

again, we shall be just like you, and we will see you as you. Help us to have and 
know that hope in you, Father, and so be purified. Help us to share that hope with 
others, that they may come to you, and be purified too. May your whole world be 

purified in you at this time when it so needs purifying. Be with us all now. In your 
name, Amen 

 



 

 

 

Friday (John Mason Neale) 

Reading – Luke Chapter 24, verses 13 to 35 

As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus continued on as if 
he were going farther. But they urged him strongly, “Stay with us, for it is nearly 

evening; the day is almost over.” So he went in to stay with them. When he was at 
the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to 

them. Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared 
from their sight. They asked each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us 

while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?” 

They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and 
those with them, assembled together and saying, “It is true! The Lord has risen and 
has appeared to Simon.”  Then the two told what had happened on the way, and 

how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the bread. 

Lord Jesus, open our eyes and help us to recognise you in our lives. Help us to see 
you in all those we meet and behave towards each other in a Christ-like way. We 
were all made in your image, and we are all worthy of your love – help us to share 

that love with all people in all countries in this your world. May our hearts burn 
within us as we read your word and talk to you in prayer, and may our relationship 

with you be ever stronger. Help us to declare as the disciples on the road to 
Emmaus did, that you, Lord Jesus, are risen, you are alive. Help us to declare to all 

that you are our Saviour, their Saviour and the world’s Saviour. And help us to 
come to you every day to be spiritually refreshed and ready for whatever the 

world can throw at us. Amen  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saturday (Dominic) 

Reading – Luke 24, verses 36 to the end 

While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to 
them, “Peace be with you.” They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a 

ghost. He said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your 
minds? Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost 
does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have.” When he had said this, he 

showed them his hands and feet. And while they still did not believe it because of 
joy and amazement, he asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?” They 

gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate it in their presence. 

He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be 
fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 
Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. He told them, 

“This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third 
day, and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all 
nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. I am going to 
send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been 

clothed with power from on high.” 

Lord Jesus, you are the Messiah. It was written that you would suffer and rise from 
the dead on the third day and so you did. Just as the disciples were, help us now 

to be true witnesses of this fact to your world, and spread your good news in 
whatever way we can, so that the whole world may come to you, and know you 

and your love for themselves. May this world truly become a place of love and 
compassion, built on the Rock of our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen 

 

9th Sunday after Trinity  

Reading – John Chapter 6, verses 35, and 41 to 51 

Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go 
hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty.” 

Lord Jesus, thank you that you are the bread of life. Help us come to you each 
and every day of our lives, so that we will never hunger and help us to always 

believe in you, so that we will never be thirsty. You, and only you, can fill us with the 
Spirit, and we ask today that your Spirit would pour down on this your world at this 
time when it is so desperately needed. May your whole world realise that without 
you their lives are empty, and may all people come to you and be so filled that 
they won’t want to go anywhere else. You are the bread of life, the Messiah, the 
Alpha, the Omega – there is nowhere else to go, and no-one else to go to. You 

are the only one – our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.   


